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Area Dentists Gather for Fall Meetings, Education
Topics include details about upcoming Iowa Mission of Mercy

Des Moines, Iowa – As area dentists gather for their district meeting on Friday, the upcoming Iowa Mission of Mercy will be an important topic of conversation.

“The Iowa Mission of Mercy is an important, moment-in-time effort by Iowa dentists to ensure all Iowans have access to quality health care,” said Dr. David Davidson, President of the Iowa Dental Association and an Urbandale dentist.  “We’ll be discussing details such as how the planning is moving along, the need for volunteers and our outreach efforts.”

The fourth annual Iowa Mission of Mercy (Iowa MOM) will be held in Sioux City at the Tyson Center on November 18-19. Since 2008, hundreds of dentists and other dental professionals from across the state have provided nearly $2.5 million of free dental care to nearly 4,500 patients with the help of thousands of lay volunteers. Previous Iowa Missions of Mercy events have been held in Waterloo, Newton and Cedar Rapids. 

Patients are seen on a first-come, first-serve basis.  There are no other restrictions on eligibility.

“Every year the event takes on its own significance.  We all have special stories about patients, volunteers or families who came from all corners of the state seeking the same thing – an improved smile,” Dr. Davidson said.  

Davidson also said as the number of patients has grown each year, the need for volunteers has also grown.

“There is obviously a need because each year, the number of patients we see increases,” he said.  “We need as many volunteers as possible who are willing to give their time to this much needed community service.”

Necessary volunteers include dentists, dental hygienists and assistants, as well as every-day Iowans.  “You don’t have to work in the dental industry to participate,” Dr. Davidson said.  “We need help checking patients in and out and everywhere in between.”

Volunteers can sign up online at http://www.iowamom.org. Patient information, as well as the Spanish version of the patient information, is also available there.

Dr. Davidson will be available for interviews before the district meeting scheduled Friday, September 23, at the Prairie Meadows Race Track and Casino from 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  To inquire about other availability or questions, please contact Lisa Russell at 515.210.3052.  

###

The Iowa Dental Association is the largest, most representative dental association in Iowa. The mission of the 147-year-old organization is to encourage the improvement of the health of the public through efforts like Iowa Mission of Mercy (www.iowamom.org) and Donated Dental Services (www.nfdh.org,) to promote the art and science of dentistry, and to represent the interests of the members of the dental profession and the public which it serves. For more information on the Iowa Dental Association, visit www.iowadental.org or call 1-800-828-2181. 
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