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Fourth Annual Iowa Mission of Mercy a Success
Free dental saw 1,300 patients, provided $1 million in free oral health care


Des Moines – Officials from the Iowa Mission of Mercy in Sioux City were pleased with this year’s results.

More than 500 dental professionals from across the state saw more 1,350 individuals and provided free oral health care that exceeded $1 million.  Before this weekend, previous Iowa Mission of Mercy programs had seen almost 4,500 patients and provided nearly $2.5 million in free dental care.

“The thin layer of ice concerned us on Saturday morning,” said Dr. Dick Hettinger, state chair of the Iowa Mission of Mercy and a Sioux City dentist.  “But Mother Nature cannot compete with the generosity of the hundreds of volunteers that were ready to treat Siouxland patients.  For many of our patients, this was their one opportunity to address critical oral health care issues.  It was not uncommon to hear patients talk about living with tooth pain for months and, in some cases, even for years.”

The Iowa Mission of Mercy is a free, two-day clinic that is in a different Iowa city each year.  With previous stops in Waterloo, Newton and Cedar Rapids, officials knew they wanted to have the event on the western side of the state.

“The idea of moving the event to different cities is to be able to reach out to different groups of Iowans each year,” Dr. Hettinger said.  “Since we started four years ago, I had wanted to bring this to my home community because I knew there was a need.  I think we served the people of Siouxland well, but the Iowa Mission of Mercy attracts people from all over the state.  Many of our volunteers and patients drove here from all over the state and, in some cases, from neighboring states such as Minnesota, South Dakota and Nebraska.”

Dr. Hettinger thanked the over 1,300 dentists, dental hygienists, dental assistants and lay volunteers for donating their time and talents to the fourth annual Iowa MOM.  “Without the generous donations from our dental professionals and lay volunteers, we wouldn’t have an event,” he said.  “For many of our patients, this is their best access to oral health care they have.  The stories are all compelling.  One person has limited dental insurance that only covered a single cleaning in a year, but she needed to have several teeth filled and couldn’t afford it.  Another said he couldn’t afford dental insurance in retirement.  The common thread is many of our patients need costly work done and have put it off because they didn’t have the means to do it.”

The details of next year’s Iowa MOM are still being finalized and an announcement will be made after the first of the year.


-- more --

“No matter where we are, there will be at least as great a demand for these services as there were this weekend,” he said.  “Until there are significant changes in Medicaid and other public health programs, the largest barrier to oral health care remains significant underfunding.  And, until those changes are made, the dental community in Iowa is committed to the Iowa Mission of Mercy.”

For more details about this weekend’s event or to schedule an interview, please contact Lisa Russell at 515.210.3052.



###

The Iowa Dental Association is the largest, most representative dental association in Iowa. The mission of the 148-year-old organization is to encourage the improvement of the health of the public through efforts like Iowa Mission of Mercy (www.iowamom.org) and Donated Dental Services (www.nfdh.org,) to promote the art and science of dentistry, and to represent the interests of the members of the dental profession and the public which it serves. For more information on the Iowa Dental Association, visit www.iowadental.org or call 1-800-828-2181
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